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LITERATURE: FAHRENHEIT 451 

https://archive.org/details/Fahrenheit451ByBradburyRay/page/n1/mode/2up 
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Overview of the Book: 

Called “the book for our social media age” by the New York Times, Ray 
Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 is a gripping story that is at once disturbing and poetic. 
Bradbury takes the materials of pulp fiction and transforms them into a visionary 
parable of a society gone awry, in which firemen burn books and the state suppresses 
learning. Fahrenheit 451 is a “masterpiece … everyone should read” (Boston Globe). 
“Brilliant … startling and ingenious. Mr. Bradbury’s account of this insane world, 
which bears many alarming resemblances to our own, is fascinating” (New York Times). 
Bradbury is “one of this country’s most beloved writers” (Washington Post). 
 

Introduction to the Book 

“There must be something in books, something we can’t imagine, to make a woman 
stay in a burning house.” – from Fahrenheit 451 
The three main sections of Ray Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451 all end in fire. The novel 
focuses on Guy Montag, a fireman who, in the first section, we discover is a 
professional book burner, expected to start fires instead of putting them out. For years 
he has done his job obediently and well, and finds a “special pleasure” in burning books 
(p.1). Then one day, he is called upon to burn the books of a Mrs. Hudson, who prefers 
to die rather than leave her library. Furtively, Montag pockets some of her books, 
haunted by the idea that a life without books might not be worth living after all. 
As Montag begins to read deeply for the first time in his life, Fahrenheit 451's second 
section traces his growing dissatisfaction with the society without books he is paid to 
defend. He seeks out the counsel of an old man named Faber, whom he once let off 
easy on a reading charge. Together they agree to copy a salvaged Bible, in case anything 
should happen to the original. 
Montag's boss at the firehouse, Beatty, senses his disenchantment and interrogates him 
until their confrontation is interrupted by a fire call. Responding to the address, Montag 
is expected to start a conflagration considerably closer to home. 

Fahrenheit 451's final section finds Montag seizing his own fate for the first time. He 
avenges himself on Beatty and strikes out for the countryside. There he finds a 
resistance force of readers, each one responsible for memorizing—and thereby 
preserving—the entire contents of a different book. As they bide their time in hope of 
a better future, a flash appears on the horizon: While society was staring at full-wall 
television screens and medicating itself into a coma, the largest fire yet has broken out. 
The book's three holocausts expand concentrically. The death of a stranger by fire in 
the first third becomes the destruction of Montag's own house in the second. The 
implication is that, had Montag paid greater attention to his neighbor's plight, he might 
not have found himself in the same predicament soon afterward. Trouble down the 
street leads to trouble at home, and trouble at home to trouble abroad. 

 

 

 

  



17 | P a g e  G r a d e   1 0   S u m m e r   R e v i s i o n   P a c k   3 
2020 ‐ 2021 

The Fifties 

As much as Fahrenheit 451 is about a time in the not-too-distant future, Ray 
Bradbury’s novel is anchored in the 1950s. Mildred Montag sits like a zombie in front 
of a telescreen. The sound of jet fighters crosses the sky in preparation for war. A 
neighborhood sits full of cookie-cutter houses and the complacent souls who live in 
them. All of these would have been familiar scenes to a writer at work in 1953.  

The era following World War II in the United States was known for its productivity, 
its affluence, and its social conformity. The economy was strong. The technology of 
television, air travel, and the transistor brought the future to the front stoop. The 
neighborhood Montag lives in probably looks a lot like Levittown, the famous low-
cost housing developments of the age that ushered in the rise of suburbia.  

Although the 1950s are remembered as a decade of peace and prosperity, they were 
anything but. The Korean War, which ended in the year that Fahrenheit 451 was 
published, saw tens of thousands of American deaths. The larger Cold War that 
lingered was a source of constant anxiety. In the new atomic age, everyone was 
learning that the world could be destroyed with the push of a button, a fate Bradbury 
more than hints at in his novel.  

Not only were governments endowed with nuclear weapons, they exercised the power 
to persecute suspected enemies closer to home. The congressional House Committee 
on Un-American Activities began investigating suspected espionage in 1946, and 
within a few years Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin was charging, without 
evidence, that dozens of government officials were Communist Party members. 
Meanwhile, memories of Nazi book burnings and Soviet censorship were still fresh in 
people’s minds.  

As a result, censorship was alive and well in the media. Communists were assailed in 
the press. Comic books were condemned as subversive by parents and educators. 
Images of the “organization man” and the “lonely crowd” reflected changes in the 
American spirit.  

For all their prosperity and rising expectations, the 1950s were a decade of atomic 
tests and regional wars; racial segregation; government censorship and persecution; 
subtly enforced social orthodoxy; and building angst. The social and psychological 
problems of the era are watchfully scrutinized in Fahrenheit 451, a book that 
examines an intolerant society that seems oddly un-American in its penchant for 
censorship and governmental control. 
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Photo by Tom Victor 

Ray Bradbury (1920-2012) 

“I have never listened to anyone who criticized 
my taste in space travel, sideshows or gorillas. 
When this occurs, I pack up my dinosaurs and 
leave the room.” –Ray Bradbury in Zen in the Art 
of Writing 
 
Ray Douglas Bradbury was born in Waukegan, 
Illinois, into a family that once included a 17th-
century Salem woman tried for witchcraft. In 
1934, the Bradbury family drove across the 
country in their jalopy to Los Angeles, and young 
Bradbury found the local library at every stop, 
searching for L. Frank Baum's Oz books. In 
1936, Bradbury experienced a rite of passage 
familiar to most science-fiction readers: the 

realization that he was not alone. At a secondhand bookstore in Hollywood, he discovered a 
handbill promoting meetings of the "Los Angeles Science Fiction Society," a weekly Thursday 
night conclave he joined that would grow to attract such science-fiction legends as Robert A. 
Heinlein, L. Ron Hubbard, and Leigh Brackett. 
 
After a rejection notice from the pulp magazine Weird Tales, Bradbury sent his short story 
"Homecoming" to Mademoiselle, where itwas spotted by a young editorial assistant named 
Truman Capote, who rescued the manuscript from the slush pile and helped get it published in the 
magazine. "Homecoming" won a place in The O. Henry Prize Stories of 1947. That same year, 
Bradbury began his long marriage to Marguerite McClure, whom he met the previous April while 
she was working at Fowler Brothers Bookstore. 
 
Bradbury’s books of short stories include The Martian Chronicles (1950), The Illustrated 
Man (1951), and I Sing the Body Electric (1969). As always in his writing, technology takes a 
backseat to the human stories. He wrote his first novel, Fahrenheit 451 (1953) on a rental 
typewriter in the basement of UCLA's Lawrence Clark Powell Library, where he had taken refuge 
from a small house filled with the distractions of two young children. Ballantine editor Stanley 
Kauffman, later the longtime film critic for the New Republic, flew out to Los Angeles to go over 
the manuscript with Bradbury, plying the sweet-toothed perfectionist author with copious doses of 
ice cream. The book came out to rapturous reviews. To this day it sells at least 50,000 copies a 
year and has become a touchstone around the world for readers and writers living under repressive 
regimes. 
 
Continuing to write during his final years, Bradbury also made public appearances that inspired all 
ages across the country. At many of those celebrated appearances, he exhorted his fans to do what 
they love and love what they do, which he practiced himself until his death at age 91. 
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Fahrenheit 451 Content Questions 

line : write T or F on theTrue or False 

1.      Guy Montag has been a fireman for twenty years. 

2.     Guy’s wife is name Clarisse. 

3.     The Montags own three large televisions.  

4.      Faber does not own a television.  

5.      George Washington was the first fireman.  

6.      Montag kills Captain Beatty with a flamethrower.  

7.      Beatty burned the book that Montag turned in to him.  

8.      Clarisse dies when Captain Beatty sends a Hound to her door. 

9.       “Intellectual” becomes a swear word. 

10.      Captain Beatty says that having no political choices keeps a person from 

being unhappy. 

11.      Montag has 48 hours to return the book or his house will be burned down.  

12.      Faber gives Montag a two‐way radio shaped liked a bullet. 

13.      Granger believes their mission is to remember and to stay alive. 

14.      The Hound bites/stings Montag’s arm before Montag destroys it. 

15.      The women vote for a president based on his looks, voice, and name. 

16.      Montag assumes Captain Beatty had no idea he was going to be killed. 

17.      After Montag destroys two Mechanical Hounds, another one is sent from 

another district.  

18.      Granger wants to build a candy factory because his father never let him 

have any. 
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.: Circle the correct answerMultiple Choice 

19. Which one of the following men was not a fireman in Montag's Fire Company? 

a) Granger 

b) Stoneman 

c) Beatty 

d) Black 

 

20. How many atomic wars has the U.S. started and won according to the book? 

a) None, atomic weapons were eliminated in 1985 

b) 3 

c) 2 

d) 1 

 

21. What is the primary duty of the firemen in the novel? 

a) To fight fires 

b) To protect free speech 

c) To burn illegal books 

d) To burn people who defy laws 

 

22. What is the imposing threat throughout this novel? 

a) Poverty 

b) Natural disasters 

c) War 

d) Alien invasion 

 

23. Why is Clarisse unique? 

a) She loves the TV family. 

b) She listens and asks questions. 

c) She drives her uncle’s car. 

d) She goes to school. 
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24. Which of the following is a highly motivating force of change for Montag? 

a) The Mechanical Hound’s growling 

b) Millie’s suicide attempt 

c) Beatty’s ridicule 

d) The old woman’s death 

 

25.What poem does Montag read to his wife, Mrs. Phelps, and Mrs. Bowles? 

a) “Dover Beach” 

b) “Leda and the Swan” 

c) “Ulysses” 

d) “Ode on a Grecian Urn” 

 

26. What is Captain Beatty’s relationship with books? 

a) He doesn’t know how to read and is ashamed of it. 

b) He is well read but enforces the state views about books. 

c) He hates books vehemently and is proud he has never read one. 

d) He thinks they are a good form of entertainment if not taken too seriously. 

 

27. Who is the leader of the social outcasts and criminals? 

a) Stoneman 

b) Black 

c) Granger 

d) Phelps 

 

28. What does Montag follow to reach the Book People in the country? 

a) The river and the railroad tracks 

b) The river and the highway 

c) The river and the cowpath 

d) The artery tunnel and the highway 
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29. What happens to the old woman whose house is burned by the firemen? 

a) She refuses to leave and dies in the fire 

b) She is taken to a mental institution 

c) She is put in jail 

d) She disappears mysteriously 

 

30. In whose home does Montag plant books? 

a) Black’s 

b) Stoneman’s 

c) Beatty’s 

d) McClellan’s 

 

31. Which woman cries when Montag reads poetry? 

a) Mildred 

b) Clarisse 

c) Mrs. Phelps 

d) Mrs. Bowles 

 

32. What are the earplug radios in the novel called? 

a) Seashells 

b) Whistlers 

c) Flutes 

d) White Clowns 

 

33. Why does Clarisse rub a dandelion under her chin?  

a) Because she hasn’t showered 

b) To see if she’s in love 

c) To see if she has any enemies 

d) To see if Montag loves her 
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35. What does Granger compare man to? 

a) A snake 

b) A phoenix 

c) A salamander 

d) A duck…duck…goose 

 

36. What does Mildred think happened the night when the men brought the machines to fix 

her?   

a) She overdosed on pills 

b) She fell asleep while watching the “family” 

c) They had a party last night 

d) She hit her head on a dresser 

 

37. What does Montag do to the Bible to try to get Faber to agree to help? 

a) He quotes it 

b) He throws it at him 

c) He threatens to drop it in the incinerator 

d) He rips outs some pages 

 

38. According to Beatty, why does he quote from the books that Montag clings to? 

a) To show that books equal punishments  

b) To show that books make no sense 

c) To show that books lie 

d) To show that books can betray 

 

39. What do the police suggest everyone do at the same time? 

a) The hokey pokey 

b) Look outside 

c) Tackle any man they see walking 

d) Call the police if they hear anything 
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40. What is strange about the fire in the middle of the group of men? 

a) The fire speaks with a British accent 

b) The fire is hotter than he remembered 

c) The fire is not destroying anything 

d) The fire burns a long time 

 

41. What does Montag see happening in the city at the end? 

a) The city celebrating 

b) The city in a blue glow from their televisions 

c) Bombs drop on the city and destroy it 

d) A number of people killing others 

 

 

 

 


